
 

 

Introducing Archaeology in the Landscape

Introduction 

This portfolio sets out to illustrate aspects of the Went Hill, in 

the Parish of Darrington, West Yorkshire (Fig 1)

include; details of the location and its context within the 

landscape, geology, topography, vegetation and current use. 

It will evaluate predominate archaeological features of the site 

with reference to different periods in time.  Finally it will 

assess how this site would have been interpreted by 

archaeologists in the 1960’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1. Aerial view of Went Hill from the South. Elevation 
48m . 

© 2013 The Geoinformation Group, Image Nasa, 

© 2013 Infoterra +Bluesky 
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Aspects of the Went Hill 

This portfolio sets out to illustrate aspects of the Went Hill, in 

(Fig 1). This will 

details of the location and its context within the 

geology, topography, vegetation and current use. 

It will evaluate predominate archaeological features of the site 

with reference to different periods in time.  Finally it will 

ite would have been interpreted by 
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Location and context. 

Went Hill is a plateau of approximately 250ha 

between the medieval village of Darrington to the North and the village of Wentbridge to 

the South (Fig 2). To the West its boundaries are Moor Lane and 

East is the current A1 Great North Road. 

Within a wider context the Roman Road 28b (A639)

of Doncaster and Castleford, runs approximately 1.2km to the West 

Roman Fortlet at Thorpe Audlin. (Roberts et al, 2010, 69)

Approximately 6km to the North lays the ritual site of Ferrybridge Henge and the wider 

funerary landscape of Ferry Fryston (Brown et al,

 

 

 

Fig 2. Went Hill is situated between Darrington 

(SE48534 20045) to the North and Wentbridge (SE 

48800 17397) to the South.

© Crown Copyright/database right 20
Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service.

ACE 1884 Registration Number 130100023 

2 

of approximately 250ha at 70m above sea level (AOD) situated 

between the medieval village of Darrington to the North and the village of Wentbridge to 

. To the West its boundaries are Moor Lane and River Went while to the 

Within a wider context the Roman Road 28b (A639), which connected the Roman Forts 

runs approximately 1.2km to the West past the site of a 

(Roberts et al, 2010, 69) 

the ritual site of Ferrybridge Henge and the wider 

Brown et al, 2007, 26). 

 

 

 

. Went Hill is situated between Darrington 

(SE48534 20045) to the North and Wentbridge (SE 

48800 17397) to the South. 
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Geology. 

Went Hill is situated upon a prominent scarp

extends from Catterick in the North to Nottingham in the South. At the point of the site the width of the strip is 2.4km

elevation is approximately 30m above the surrounding landscape.

The soils are calcareous brown earths and well drained but are a shallow cover

but with the proviso that poor rainfall could lead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 3 Geological view of the Permian Magnesian 
Limestone strip. (in brown) with study area highlighted in 
blue. 

Geological Map Data © NERC 2013 
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prominent scarp of a strip of Permian Magnesian Limestone (also known as Cadeby)

in the North to Nottingham in the South. At the point of the site the width of the strip is 2.4km

approximately 30m above the surrounding landscape. 

s and well drained but are a shallow cover making the land good for arable farming in the main 

but with the proviso that poor rainfall could lead soil moisture deficit. (Roberts et al, 2010,6) 

Fig 4. Detailed view of the Went Hill Permian Magnesian Limestone  
(Cadeby) formations 

Geological Map Data © NERC 2013 

(also known as Cadeby)(Fig 3and 4) which 

in the North to Nottingham in the South. At the point of the site the width of the strip is 2.4km and the 

the land good for arable farming in the main 

Fig 4. Detailed view of the Went Hill Permian Magnesian Limestone  



 

 

 

Topography 

Went Hill is 250ha of mostly flat arable land with a western scarp which drops sharply 

into the Went Ings (Fig 5). All of the plateaux 

mature trees. The Northern boundary is the rear of properties along Estcourt Road

Western edge curves and follows the line of the geology coming to a point where it meets the old 

Wentbridge. The Eastern edge is defined by the current A1 Great North Road. 
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Went Hill is 250ha of mostly flat arable land with a western scarp which drops sharply on its western edge 

. All of the plateaux are used for arable farming while the parts of the edge of the scarp are a plantation of 

the rear of properties along Estcourt Road, Darrington which is aligned East

f the geology coming to a point where it meets the old Great 

Wentbridge. The Eastern edge is defined by the current A1 Great North Road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5. Aerial view of Went Hill from the South. Elevation 
48m . 

© 2013 The Geoinformation Group, Image Nasa, 

© 2013 Infoterra +Bluesky 

 

on its western edge by approximately 30m 

used for arable farming while the parts of the edge of the scarp are a plantation of 

which is aligned East / West. The 

reat North Road cutting at 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5. Aerial view of Went Hill from the South. Elevation 

oup, Image Nasa,  
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Broadly through the centre in North / South alignment runs Westfield Lane (Fig 6 and 7). This forms the spine of a medieval field 

system with field boundaries radiating off both sides of the road (Fig 10). The field boundaries are a bank of unploughed land, some 

of which have hedgerow on the top. They are broadly 1.5m -2m wide with ditches either side. They are frequently curved. (Fig 8 

and 9) 

  

 

 

 

 

Fig 6 Westfield Lane North View Fig 7 Westfield Lane South view Fig 8 View East from Westfield of field boundary 
highlighting the curve and ditch (on left) 

Fig 9 View East of field boundary with scale Fig 10 View West from Westfield Lane 
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West edge of the plateau affords a fabulous views towards East 

Hardwick and beyond to Ackworth 5km away. It also allows an 

overview of the roman road 28b. (Fig 11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 11 View West from the Went Hill towards East Hardwick and Roman Road 
28b. 
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Current land Use and Vegetation  

The current land use is extensive arable farming over the entire plateau. 

The vegetation is primarily arable crops plus Hawthorne hedgerows lining Westfield lane and parts of the field boundaries. 

One the West edge there are two plantations of woodland, Went Hill Plantation (Fig 12) and Fletchers Spring Covert. There is also 

an off road motorcycle track. 

 

       Fig12. Went Hill plantation on the West edge 
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Archaeology of Went Hill. 

Evidence from recorded artefacts and crop marks from Went Hill and the surrounds suggest human activity from the Mesolithic to 

the present. Examples of these finds can be considered chronologically as follows; 

The Mesolithic period is represented by the finds of 4 scrapers, 4 debitage core, 3 debitage, 1 notched blade, 3 Mesolithic cores, 1 

Mesolithic blade, 20 debitage. (WYAAS PRN 4473, 2010) 

 

A recent find by the author of a Neolithic Awl or Burin dating 4000 – 2350 BC (Parker. Pers. Comm. 2013)  

 

Photo taken by the author 2013 

 
 

Late Bronze Age cast copper alloy scabbard chape, relating to the family of tongue-shaped chapes and 

dating to between 1100 and 800 BC. (WYAAS PRN 7868, 2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-4A2F62 

 
 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-4A2F62 
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Late Iron Age fibula brooch. This is a La Tene III brooch dating from the 1st century BC - 1st Century AD. 

(WYAAS PRN 8151, 2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-3F62E8 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Roman Dragonesque brooch. Date 75AD – 175 AD. This brooch is essentially Celtic in design. (WYAAS PRN 

9363, 2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-3F5057 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A silver denarius of Hadrian, AD 117-38, P M TR P COS III, Minerva advancing right, Mint of 

Rome, AD 119-122. (WYAAS PRN 8807, 2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-8F81A5 

 

 
 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-3F62E8 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-3F5057 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-8F81A5 



ACE 1884 Registration Number 130100023 

 

10 

 

 
 
A silver Roman coin; a denarius of Septimius Severus (193 – 211), with Apollo on the reverse. (WYAAS 

PRN 8837, 2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-175C76 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A silver plated Roman coin; a contemporary copy of a denarius of Geta (209-211). (WYAAS PRN 8836, 

2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-174881 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copper alloy Roman Radiate coin dating between AD 260 - 296. (WYAAS PRN 8815, 2013) PAS 

Reference SWYOR-77A1B4. 

 
 
 

 
Copper alloy Roman nummus, House of Constantine. (324-330) (WYAAS PRN 8815, 2013) PAS 

Reference SWYOR-784D26 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-175C76 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-174881 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-77A1B4. 

 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-784D26 
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Copper alloy Anglo-Scandinavian strap-end. According to Thomas (2003), this strap-end is Class B, Type 1.  

A similar parallel can be seen in ‘Late Anglo-Saxon and Viking-Age strap-ends 750-1100, (WYAAS PRN 7820, 

2013) PAS Reference SWYOR-3F6B52 

 

 
 

 

Body fragment of a dark-brown lead-glazed ceramic vessel of Cistercian ware type. Cistercian ware is 

common in the late 15th to early 16th Century in the North of Britain (Parker.A. 2013) 

 

 

 

Body fragment of a Post-medieval salt-glazed stoneware ceramic vessel. Salt-glazed stonewares really 

became popular in Britain from the early 17th Century onwards. For similar type see: YORYM-AF06D1  

(Parker.A. 2013) 

 

 

 

 

© PAS Ref SWYOR-3F6B52 

Photo taken by the author 2013 

Photo taken by the author 2013 



 

 

The crop marks suggest the site is divided into field systems, track

axial spines for later land division and allotment. Enclosures were also made into nucleated field, corrals and pens and could be 

appended to the “clothes line” boundaries. Similar

(Chadwick, 2009, 18) 

Fig 13 © West Yorkshire HER. 
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As well as artefacts, there are extensive areas 

detailing late Iron Age or early Roman enclosures through crop mark 

analysis (shown in green). The detail in purple indicates areas of 

Ridge and Furrow ploughing. This was part of the Lower Wha

National Mapping Programme. (WYAAS PRN 7

It is clear from this OS map of 1850 (Fig 13),

Iron Age / Roman features (Roberts et al, 20

detailed, along with the medieval field systems

been a palimpsest as none of the medieval boundaries appear to 

relate to the Iron Age / Roman ones.   

The site seems typical of an Iron Age / Roman period site constituting 

as it does of an open landscape with small copses of managed 

woodland. It is suggested that tree cover had mostly gone by the 

early Iron Age. (Chadwick, 2009, 15) 

 

 

 

The crop marks suggest the site is divided into field systems, track ways and boundaries. Some of the boundaries 

division and allotment. Enclosures were also made into nucleated field, corrals and pens and could be 

Similar examples have been excavated at South Elmsall, Ferrybridge and Micklefield.

there are extensive areas identified on Went Hill 

Iron Age or early Roman enclosures through crop mark 

The detail in purple indicates areas of 

This was part of the Lower Wharfedale 

(WYAAS PRN 7715, 2010) 

map of 1850 (Fig 13), upon which underlying 

et al, 2010, 93) have been 

field systems, that the area had 

been a palimpsest as none of the medieval boundaries appear to 

The site seems typical of an Iron Age / Roman period site constituting 

small copses of managed 

It is suggested that tree cover had mostly gone by the 

ways and boundaries. Some of the boundaries are acting as 

division and allotment. Enclosures were also made into nucleated field, corrals and pens and could be 

have been excavated at South Elmsall, Ferrybridge and Micklefield. 



 

 

Aerial photographs of part of the study area 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 14 Double D enclosure WY265-34 Darrington 16-
07-1996 (WYAS PRN 9126, 2009) 

Fig 16 Two sub rectangular enclosures with a Drove 
road coming from the north west of the picture. Similar 
to a Banjo enclosure. WY265-35 Darrington 16-07-
1996 (WYAS PRN 9127, 2009) 
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 detailing crop mark evidence. © West Yorkshire HER.  

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 15 Overview of all three features WY265
Darrington 16-07-1996 

Fig 17 Sub Rectangular enclosure with trackway and four 
distinctive pit marks WY265
(WYAS PRN 9128, 2010)

© West Yorkshire HER. 

 

 

Overview of all three features WY265-36 

Sub Rectangular enclosure with trackway and four 
distinctive pit marks WY265-37 Darrington 16-07-1996 

 



 

 

 

Iron Age enclosure features (Roberts et al, 

2010, 27) include;  

Double D Shaped enclosure 

Field Corner Enclosures 

Double ditches leading to enclosures 

Banjo enclosures  

Drove Roads 

Brick field systems. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ACE 1884 Registration Number 130100023 

14 

Fig 18  Iron Age / Roman field systems at the Northern end of the 

study area. © West Yorkshire HER. 

Fig 18  Iron Age / Roman field systems at the Northern end of the 



 

 

In 1999 and 2001 A more detailed analysis of the area in Fig 

techniques including; field walking, trench excavations

Villa. While the Villa remained elusive there was confirmation of the crop mark indications along with a range of finds from 

Neolithic, Iron Age, Viking and Roman periods.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 19 Neolithic flint tools and a 
Haematite of Lead Ore imported 
from the Lake District. (McNaught. 
Pers. Comm. 2013) 

Fig 20 Iron Age course grit 
pottery and a whetstone 
(undateable) (McNaught. 
Pers. Comm. 2013)

Fig 23 Stearite 
soapstone from the 
Viking period. 
(McNaught. Pers. 
Comm. 2013) 
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of the area in Fig 22 was made by WYAS and Pontefract YAC 

techniques including; field walking, trench excavations, aerial photography (Deegan, 2001) and geophysics

Villa. While the Villa remained elusive there was confirmation of the crop mark indications along with a range of finds from 

Viking and Roman periods. 

Iron Age course grit 
pottery and a whetstone 

dateable) (McNaught. 
. 2013) 

Fig 21 Roman Pottery including South 
Yorkshire greyware (2

nd
 – 4

th
 Cent.) , 

Samian ware shards from the Hadrianic – 
Antonine Period cAD 120-200 (Evans, 
2001) 

Fig 22 Study area of investigation 1999, 2001 © 
West Yorkshire HER.

by WYAS and Pontefract YAC using a variety of 

geophysics in search of a Roman 

Villa. While the Villa remained elusive there was confirmation of the crop mark indications along with a range of finds from the 

Fig 22 Study area of investigation 1999, 2001 © 
West Yorkshire HER. 
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Gradiometer results from  WYAS 1999, Land North East of Wenthill Plantation survey.  

 

 

Fig 24.  
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Fig 25.  
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Fig 26.  
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The conclusion from the geophysical report was “that the survey had revealed an extensive system of land division, that radiates at 

right angles away from the edge of the ridge and which obviously continues to the North West, along the top of the ridge and to the 

South East.” (WYAS, 1999) 

It further concluded that “within this system of land division three distinct areas of enclosure have been identified, two of which a 

situated on higher, flattened, ground at the Northern end of the site. Associated with these enclosures are many isolated anomalies 

which are thought to be caused by features such as pits, hearths or other discrete features which suggest human occupation. 

However it is recognised that many of these anomalies could also have a natural origin” (WYAS, 1999) 

The report does qualify its work by stating that confirmation of archaeological remains can really only be established by trail 

trenching. (WYAS, 1999) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Medieval field system and Westfield lane origins.

The field systems as shown in Fig 28 are medieval in nature. They radiate from the central spine of Westfield Lane and many are 

shaped as the inverted S.  Most of the fields are 

Closes and Round Ash Closes. (Sotheron - 

Much consideration regarding the possible age of Westfield lane,

road forks off the Great North Road at the first available opportunity after crossing the river Went, continues through the v

Fig 27. © Crown Copyright/database right 2013 An 
Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service. 
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estfield lane origins. 

 

 

 

 

Westfield Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

are medieval in nature. They radiate from the central spine of Westfield Lane and many are 

.  Most of the fields are only numbered, however there are three areas named; West Field, Thorntree 

 Estcourt family estates. 1853-1855) 

age of Westfield lane, and therefore the age of this field system, has been made as this 

road forks off the Great North Road at the first available opportunity after crossing the river Went, continues through the v

Fig 28 © Crown Copyright and Landmark Information 
Group Limited 2013 All rights reserved. 1850

 
are medieval in nature. They radiate from the central spine of Westfield Lane and many are 

however there are three areas named; West Field, Thorntree 

age of this field system, has been made as this 

road forks off the Great North Road at the first available opportunity after crossing the river Went, continues through the village of 

Fig 28 © Crown Copyright and Landmark Information 
Group Limited 2013 All rights reserved. 1850 
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Darrington before arriving at the South Gate of Pontefract Castle. However upon further investigation it has been established that 

the Pontefract Castle site has formerly been a site of importance for the Anglo Saxons. There are recordings of two chapels and an 

Anglo Saxon cemetery with skeletons radio carbon dated to 690AD +- 90 years.(Roberts, 2013, 3,)  This would not have been long 

after the fall of the British Kingdom of Elmet in 617 to the Christian Anglo Saxon King Edwin of Northumbria. 

Both Darrington (Darnintone) and Pontefract (Tanshelf) are detailed in the Domesday Book (Palmer) and so were well established 

Anglo Saxon settlements prior to the arrival of the Normans. Westfield lane would have been the most direct route from the Great 

North Road to the religious settlement in Pontefract. 

There has been a suggestion that Westfield lane even predates this and is part of a Roman Road that passes through Darrington 

and Pontefract and over the river Aire at the Roman Fort of Castleford. (Houlder. Pers. Comm 2013). However as the road appears 

to ignore all the elements of the Late Iron Age / Early Roman enclosures and settlements this is difficult to accept. The author 

therefore considered that Westfield lane is likely to be an early post roman road. 

 

In conclusion, the archaeological evidence both from the recorded artefacts and from observations made from documentary 

evidence and on the ground suggests human occupation or activity on Went Hill from at least the Mesolithic to the present.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACE 1884 Registration Number 130100023 

 

22 

 

Proponents of New Archaeology or Processual Archaeology in the 1960’s and 1970’s would have looked at the study area in a 

number of ways and endeavoured to incorporate their various theories including; Site Catchment Analysis , Central Place Theory , 

Experimental Archaeology, Anthropological studies and Phenomenology. Much is this was based on a General Systems Theory 

(Ludwig Von Bertanffy, 1940) and applied in the UK by David Clarke. They would have considered hard data that the new 

technologies were able to provide of prime importance, taking precedence over more established thinking. 

 

The General Systems theory stated that all entities will behave in a systematic fashion and are governed by the same rules of 

behaviour. It should therefore be possible to formulate theories to test against any given circumstance.  

 

Site Catchment Analysis looks at the position of a site within its overall landscape and then proceeds to ask how would the 

community exist and procure all the necessary items to survive and flourish. It would consider the amount of effort required by the 

community to obtain these items. This would include how easy was it to obtain food and water, building materials and tools and if 

these items were beyond reasonable reach. It would consider that the ethnographic average of one hour’s walk was sufficient for a 

farming community, approximately five kilometres, and two hours or ten kilometres for a hunter / gatherer community. 

The drawback was that it did not seem to consider the possibility of trade or communication between communities and always 

seemed to look at each location in isolation. It also did not consider the terrain.  
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An example of this is that flint is not present in the local area; however finds from within the study area of Mesolithic microliths and 

Neolithic tools demonstrate that they were present. The flint for these tools is thought to be from the Yorkshire Wolds over fifty 

kilometres away which would imply some trading. 

 

The Central place Theory also uses distances between sites as a marker tool and would review the surrounding area as well as the 

specific site in question. It would consider where the centres of population or other defined markers such as burial mounds were, 

dividing the terrain equally between them. For example the villages surrounding Darrington are all within two to three kilometres of 

each other, perhaps suggesting that any further was too far to travel to successfully look after the land or tend animals. An example 

of a Central Place Theory plan is detailed in Fig 29. 

A drawback to this theory is that it did not account for human nature and its ambition to be an agent of change within the 

surrounding environment but stuck rigidly to assuming a universal human trait (essentialist) model. 



 

 

 © Crown Copyright/database right 2013 An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service.
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An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service. 
 

Fig 29. Example of 

Central Place Theory 

thinking on Darrington 

and the surrounding 

villages. 
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Experimental archaeologists endeavour to understand past human behaviour by recreating the circumstances of their chosen 

period to test their theories. This could be an anthropological study that looks at how communities and societies may have 

functioned or a study on how items were manufactured, such as weapons, tools and pottery or even homes and shelters by using 

what they believe to be the contemporary equipment and manufacturing techniques for the period.  

The difficulty with this approach is that everything is based upon what the researches consider to be their version of the truth. While 

it would be obvious if a technology experiment had been unsuccessful it would be less clear how a theory based upon society 

interaction could be proven. Another drawback is that the subjects within the experiment are unable to unlearn what they know 

about current technology and society and this could influence the outcome. 

Some archaeologists of the period sought to make comparisons with current cultures and ancient ones by using Anthropology and 

the Middle Range Theory. They felt it could help to explain archaeological evidence and draw conclusions regarding these ancient 

communities if they could use ethnographic observations made of certain current cultures. 

The problem was one of how to observe the culture in question without changing its behaviour. For example despite the daily life of 

a community being seen as one from ages past, it is often a choice made by the community to live this way as they may have had 

contact with external sources which could modify the communities thinking.  

Phenomenology is used by some archaeologists to attempt to understand a landscape through experiencing the environment. This 

could be sensing the terrain and how any archaeological features may relate to it, for example; a cursus or a monument on a hill. 

How would the viewer experience the feature? How would they be likely to react to it and what, if any, action would they be likely to 

take.   

However, as this process is all related to the feelings of an individual it becomes difficult to provide repeatable and scientifically 

accepted evidence. The process is highly subjective and it is impossible to suggest how modern influences would affect the 
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perceptions of the researcher. It also presumes that the environment has not changed since the original inhabitants occupied or 

utilised the site.  
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