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Well, I sincerely hope that this 13th edition and 
Monday’s partial unlocking doesn’t herald 
anything other than HUGE sighs of relief and the 
deafening sound of numerous  from 

the tills in non-essential shop and outside 
hospitality venues!  
 
Issue 1 (April 2020) highlighted the message to 
the Nation from our Queen Elizabeth II. On the 
previous Sunday evening – April 5th - she made a 
most moving rallying call to us all. It ended with, 

“…we will be with our friends again; we will be 
with our families again; we will meet again.” 
 
How ironic that almost exactly a year later, Her 
Majesty should have suffered the awful loss of 
her husband of 73 years! 
For The Royal Family, and for so many other 
families throughout the land, this partial release 
from lockdown and all the facts (and hype) about 
‘reasons to be cheerful’ will be tinged with some 
sadness, regret and uncertainty. 
 
Those of us who have managed, either by luck or 
good judgment, to have navigated the worst of 
the pandemic with little or no ‘bad news’ would be 
wise to spare at least a thought for those amongst 
us whose lives have been forever marked by the 
consequences of Covid and an NHS service that 
managed to meet many but sadly not all the 
medical and health needs of the nation.  
The loss of loved ones is the ultimate leveller.  

Something seems familiar 
Remember that the sun will always rise every 
morning for the start of a BRAND NEW DAY 

 
 

FRANK THE PHEASANT 
Competition 

Last month, I invited suggestions for the thoughts 
of the unexpected but welcome visit of a 
Pheasant to our garden. 
Well, It seems that either Pheasants are big birds 
of very little brain and fewer thoughts or you, dear 
reader, had better things to do than considering 
such a challenge! No suggestions were sent! 
Either way, you may be interested to hear that, 
since setting the challenge, Frank has failed to 
find his way back to our garden. This could be 
due to him sensing that I’d possibly been turning 
him into a figure of fun or it could be due to him 
having prematurely joining the big Bouquet of 
Pheasants in the sky! 
‘Bouquet’?  
Yes, a collection of Pheasants is so called, 
amongst other collectives, a Nye, a Bevy or a 
Covey. 
However, I thought ‘Bouquet’ was more fitting for 
inclusion in what is, after all, a Garden Club 
newsletter. 
(I imagine one or two of you will already have 
been thinking, ‘it’s all well and good marking the 
passing of folk or the anniversary of a first edition 
but when are you going to remember that this 
should be about gardens, flowers and handy 
hints?’) 
 
So, back to the theme… ‘Bouquets’. 
What makes a great Bouquet? Well, Believe it or 
not, there are some flowers you may want to 
avoid. For example, poppies are beautiful, but 
their pollen can easily stain clothes. Daffodils are 
another flower to avoid since they can potentially 
kill other flowers in your arrangement because of 
a toxic sap they release when sharing water with 
other blooms. Meanwhile, hellebores and astilbes 
tend to wilt quickly, so it is best to choose a flower 
that will hold up long after clipping it for your 
arrangement.  



GARDENING Programmes, Podcasts, Media 
Loads of advice, guidance, suggestions, 
Simply type in the TITLE on laptop or 
computer ‘Google’ 
 
TELEVISION  

 Where Day/Time 
Gardeners World – 
Monty Don 

BBC2 Fridays 9pm 

Alan Titchmarsh: Spring 
into summer 

ITV Mondays 
8pm 

Garden Rescue Together 
TV 

Every night 
8pm 

Your Garden made 
perfect – Angela Scanlon 

BBC 
Iplayer 

Streaming 
(Catch-up) 

Grow your own at home 
– Alan Titchmarsh 

ITV Hub Streaming 
(Catch-up) 

Around the world in 80 
gardens – Monty Don 

BBC 
Iplayer 

Streaming 
(Catch-up) 

The Big Flower Fight Netflix  

 
RADIO 

Chris South Gardening – 
Special following the death 
of Duke of Edinburgh  

BBC 
Sounds  

(11th April and 
available for 27 
days) 

Gardeners’ Question Time – 
Cathy Clugstone 

BBC 
Sounds 

Radio 4 Fridays 
8pm 

The Garden Party Special 
following the death of Duke 
of Edinburgh 

BBC 
Sounds 

(10th April and 
available for 26 
Days) 

 
PODCASTS  

TITLE 

The Joe Gardener Show 
– Organic Gardening like 
a Pro 

Joegardener.com/podcasts 
 

On The Ledge – 
Houseplants 

janeperrone.com/on-the-
ledge 

RHS Gardening Podcast podbean.com 
 

The Veg Growers 
Podcast 

theveggrowerpodcast.co.uk 
 

Roots wings and other 
things – Sunday Times 
no.1 Podcast – Jez Rose 
and Adam Frost 

Roots wings and other 
things 

 

BLOGS (Once again, ‘google’ search TITLE) 

    TITLE 

Gardening Tips with  
J.Parker’s 

Jparkers.co.uk/news 

Richard Jackson’s 
Gardening Blog 

Richardjacksonsgarden.co.uk 

The Middle sized 
Garden 

Themiddlesizedgarden.co.uk 

GoTo4Gardening Goto4gardening.co.uk 
Suttons Gardening 
Grow How 

Hub.suttons.co.uk 

  

 
GARDEN FESTIVALS (and again, search TITLE) 
   TITLE 

Hepworth Wakefield Spring Flower 
Festival - VIRTUAL 

April 19-
May2 

RHS Festival – VIRTUAL May 17 - 21 

Harrogate Spring essentials – Covid 
secure 

May 20-23rd 

RHS Harlow Carr Flower festival June 25 -27 

ECT International BOUQUET Festival - 
VIRTUAL 

Now on 

Dundee Flower and Food festival-
VIRTUAL 

Sept. 3rd-5th 

DIFFERENT GARDENS 
Breezy Knees Garden, York YO19 5XS 

Tel: 01904 488800.    Open May 1st 

“Our style is unashamedly classic English Country 
Garden, but gardening should be fun, so within 
that we like a touch of whimsy, such as a pair of 
12ft-high giant wellies. “We have Stonehedge, a 
topiary replica in hornbeam of a well-known 
stone circle . We’ve got Wilbur the gnome opening 
his windows halfway up an old oak tree . And our 
Rogue’s Gallery is a traditional double border 
filled with thugs you wouldn’t want in most 
gardens; their spread is curtailed by roguish 
neighbours such as Persicaria campanulata or 
Phalaris arundinacea.” 

 

 
 

The Forbidden Corner,  
Middleham, Leyburn, North Yorkshire DL8 4T 

01969 640638 
 

“The Forbidden Corner is one of Yorkshire’s 
hidden gems. Situated in the heart of the 
Yorkshire Dales and now in its 26th year, our 
unique labyrinth of tunnels, chambers, follies and 
surprises provides a unique and exciting day out 
for adventurers of all ages. “Here, you can 
discover secret passages and mysterious doors 
in the underworld, walk through the Armstrong 
mausoleum or wander through the aromatic Herb 
garden and take in the breathtaking views over 
the beautiful Coverdale hills.” 
 

 
 

(Google search).   

• Academy of Sciences’ Living Roof - California 

• The Garden of Cosmic Speculation – Scotland 

• Step Garden at Acros Fukuoka - Japan 

• The Greenhouses of Almeria – Spain 

• The Lost Garden of Heligan – Cornwall 

• Gardens of Versailles – Nr Paris 

• Growth Chamber – International Space Centre 

• Huntes Garden- Barbados (We’ve been! Amazing!) 

https://www.janeperrone.com/on-the-ledge
https://www.janeperrone.com/on-the-ledge
https://www.podbean.com/podcast-detail/ymesw-340a2/The-RHS-Gardening-Podcast
https://theveggrowerpodcast.co.uk/category/podcasts/


What do you think about us having a 

2021 ‘Pot for The New Year’  

(I included this last month – no 

replies…..YET!) 
In a largish 10 or 12 inch (25-30cms) pot, you 

could plant and then add a montage. 

How’s about a theme of 

‘NEW BEGINNINGS’? 

 
Entries in, let’s say, July. We can take Photos in 

August and perhaps produce a colour poster by 

Xmas? Just an idea! 

 

 

‘Just around the corner’ future 
planning 

 
Got my Barber booking in for April 20th! 
I simply didn’t fancy joining the long queues 
outside so many Barber shops.  
 

As for Darrington Garden Club, well, it’s 

highly likely that at some point later this year we’ll 
be meeting once again at The Kyte! (Now 
Gallimores at the Kyte) 
We’ll not rush into it!  
And it may well be a tad tough for some members 
– in fact, for many, many people - to build the 
confidence to be in the company of others after 
so long!  
 
• PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHETHER YOU 

THINK YOU’LL BE READY TO MEET UP 
AGAIN – PROBABLY FOR A JULY MEETING  

• PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU’D NEED 
TO KNOW IS ‘IN PLACE’ BEFORE YOU 
RETURN 

• PLEASE LET ME HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS 
YOU THINK MAY HELP OUR RETURN 

EITHER PHONE ME OR EMAIL ME- 
07985676324 OR andytag@hotmail.com 
 

www.gallimoresatthekyte.co.uk 

and Gallimore's at the Kyte on Facebook 
@gallimoreskyte  · Restaurant 

QUIPS 
• A friend got some vinegar in the ear. Now he 

suffers from Pickled Hearing 

• ‘Overweight’ is something that snacks up on you 

• Sign in a Restaurant window,’Eat now, pay waiter’ 

• I thought you were trying to get into shape! I am. 
The shape I’ve selected is a Triangle  

• I own the world’s worst thesaurus. Not only is it 
awful, it’s awful 

• The world tongue twister champion just got 
arrested. I hear they’re going to give him a really 
tough sentence 

• Never criticize someone until you've walked a mile 
in their shoes. That way, when you criticize them, 
they won't be able to hear you from that far away. 
Plus, you'll have their shoes. 

• So what if I don't know what "Armageddon" 

means? It's not the end of the world. 
• I've just written a song about tortillas; actually, it’s 

more of a rap. 

• Don't you hate it when someone answers their 
own questions? I do. 

• 16 stones here on Earth is 10 stones on Mercury. 
No, I'm not fat. I’m just not on the right planet. 

• If we shouldn’t eat at night, why do they put a light 
in the fridge? 

• A lot of people cry when they cut onions. The trick 
is not to form an emotional bond. 

• My girlfriend and I often laugh about how 
competitive we are. But I laugh more. 

• A Zoom conference call is the best way for a dozen 

people to say, ‘Bye’ 300 times.  

• Red sky at night, shepherd’s delight, Blue sky at 
night – day 

• This may be the wine talking,  but I really, really, 

really, really love wine. 

• if people say they just love the smell of books, I 
always want to pull them aside and ask, To be 
clear, do you know how reading works? 

• You’ll never be as lazy as whoever named the 
fireplace. 

• We’ve begun to long for the pitter-patter of little 
feet, so we bought a dog. It’s cheaper, and you get 
more feet. 

• The closest I’ve been to a diet this year is erasing 
food searches from my browser history. 

• I’d rather spend ten minutes  rearranging the 

dishwasher to  accommodate something than 

spend 30 seconds washing it by hand 

• Just found the worst page in the entire dictionary. 
What I saw was disgraceful, disgusting, dishonest, 
and disingenuous. 

• How do you plant seedless tomatoes? 

• Where are average things manufactured? The 
Satis-factory 

• One hard thing to explain to teens is how 
legitimately exciting it used to be when someone 
would wheel in an overhead projector. 

You may have spotted a number of food and drink-

related quips! 

Now, I’m not saying I’ve arguably, somewhat 

overindulged over the last year or so… but I would be 

very interested to hear what your favourite, go-to 

snack is. (just ‘cos a change is as good as a rest!) 

mailto:andytag@hotmail.com
http://www.gallimoresatthekyte.co.uk/


 
April Gardening Tasks 

 

• Dead head daffodils and other spring 
flowering bulbs  

• Plant lilies, gladioli and other summer 
flowering bulbs 

• if you have a bare patch that you need to 
fill fast, try sowing seeds of hardy annuals. 
Pot marigolds, scrambled egg plant, 
Californian poppy and love-in-a-mist can 
all be sown directly into well prepared soil 
- in a few weeks time you’ll have a splash 
of colour that will last until Autumn. 

• Rejuvenate congested clumps of 
herbaceous perennials. Prise from the 
ground with a fork and split into several 
smaller pieces - you may be able to do 
this by hand, but use a spade if the roots 
are tough. Replant and water well.  

• Mulch beds and borders with garden 
compost, leafmould, composted bark or 
other materials to lock in moisture and 
prevent weeds from growing. 

• Get roses off to a flying start by sprinkling 
a general-purpose or specialist rose 
fertiliser around plants, followed by 
mulching with well-rotted farmyard manure 
- spread a 5cm layer over the soil, 
ensuring there’s a gap between the 
material and stems of the plant. 

• Sow sunflowers in a sunny, open site and 
then water regularly and protect seedlings 
from slugs and snails  

• Check for aphids and other bugs on roses 
and rub them off before they grow into a 
large infestation 

• Cut away unwanted suckers growing 
around the base of trees and shrubs 

• Remove moss and weeds in turf and 
boost growth with a nitrogen rich lawn 
feed (food again!!) 

• Keep putting out food for birds 

• Order annual plants like geraniums, 
begonias and petunias for summer 
bedding and hanging basket displays 

• Check out the patio plants or tubs aren’t 
drying out. 

• Lift and divide established border 
perennial plants like Hostas 

• Pinch out the tips of Fuschia plants and 
sweet pea shoots to encourage bushy 
growth 

• Divide Primroses once they’ve finished 
flowering 
 
Don’t Overdo it! We’re due to have quite a 
good April if you like dry, bright and not 
too icy mornings. Pace yourself! Take time 
for a cuppa + biscuit  (more food!) 

 

DARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

We’re still holding monthly meetings by phone! 

All Residents welcome to participate/ask 

questions  

 (Next meeting Thursday 15th April, 7pm) 
Tel: Vice Chair: 01977 797644 who’ll explain 

Be a GOOD NEIGHBOUR. 

 

Some may think it’s all over! 

It’s not yet!  

 
OK, non-essential shops, hairdressers + 

barbers have opened. 
Try to find time to visit Aspire on the Park – 
the new Health and Wellbeing hub on Ponte 

Park. It’s got amazing swim and Gym facilities 
as well as a great (almost!) Healthy café (more 

food!) that you can use for a cuppa and 
toasted teacake  

However, it is still prudent to remember 
Hands, Face, Space and Fresh Air. 

Caution and good sense still required! 
 

Also, be kind to yourself and if you or 
someone you know needs support… 

*********************** 
St Marys Centre, Chequerfield 01977 705341.  

Email: denisepallett@stmaryscommunity.co.uk 

WMDC is supporting this Community Centre as a 
key friendly, advice + help ‘Hub’ for Pontefract.  

Wakefield Samaritans 

Call: 116 123 (free to call – no code needed) 

https://www.samaritans.org/branches/samaritans-
wakefield-and-district 

Offering a safe place to talk any time you like, in 
your own way – about whatever's ‘getting to you’.  

Age UK Wakefield District 
Age UK Wakefield District is a local independent 
charity working with and for older people across 
Wakefield District. 

Call: 01977 552114 
email:admin@ageukwd.org.uk 

Website: www.age uk.org.uk/wakefielddistrict/ 

Maybe email me/phone and suggest something for 

the next edition – Due May 12th. If you’ve 

received a printed copy and you have an email, 

please share that with me for next time. Thanks.  

Be Safe. Be Well. Be Kind 

Andy Tagger: 

andytag@hotmail.com/07985676324 

mailto:denisepallett@stmaryscommunity.co.uk
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/samaritans-wakefield-and-district
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/samaritans-wakefield-and-district

